
IMPORTANT ALERT 
Post Commander – Post Quartermaster – Post Adjutant 

Internal Revenue Service Requirement 

Dear Comrades, 

Recently in the News, the Internal Revenue Service Audited an American Legion Post.  One of 
their requirements for maintaining a Non-Profit Veterans Organization, was to have a copy of EVERY 
member’s Proof of Eligibility.  ‘Drastic’ you may say…  BUT, true! 

After consorting with the ‘Wizards’ at our VFW National Headquarters, it has been determined, 
that ALL of our VFW Posts nationwide must conform to this IRS Requirement.  BUT, rather than 
having a copy of every member’s Discharge or DD-214, it was determined that the member’s 
application for Membership would suffice. 

Therefore, it is requested (for the good of the Organization), that each Post UPDATE their 
Membership Records for each member of their Post.  According to Section 218 (Duties of the Post 
Adjutant) of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure, “A copy of the original application of 
every member admitted to the Post” shall be maintained by the Post Adjutant.  This has always been a 
requirement under the National By-Laws and each Post Adjutant should be prepared to share those 
records with the Post Officers, members and (if Audited) the Internal Revenue Service. 

NOW, if these applications (records) are not up-to-date, it is recommended that the Post 
Adjutant send a letter, containing a Membership Application, to each Member.  Ask them to complete 
the application.  Especially that information concerning their Military Service and their eligibility for the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Stay on top of this until you have each and every member’s application 
completed.  Please keep this file up-to-date and accessible to your Post Officers and Trustees.  In the 
future, the Post Inspector may be required to view these records. 

For additional information on the aforementioned and your status as a 501-c-19 entity under 
IRS Code, please request or download a copy of IRS Publication 3386.  (A portion of Pages 39-40 
are highlighted below.) http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p3386.pdf 

B. IRC 501(c)(19) 
What records must be maintained to show the composition of membership? 
A post must maintain a list of members and the category of membership (veteran, degree of relation or nonveteran or non-relative). If a post receives 
deductible contributions, it must also maintain a list of members, their dates of service, whether they are war veterans as defined in 170(c)(3), and if 
not, whether they are spouses, widows, or widowers of war veterans, veterans or cadets.  

Should you have any questions or concerns, please call the State Quartermaster at 
651-291-1757 or vfwmnqm@gmail.com

THANK YOU!!! 

Yours in Comradeship, 
Jerry Brletich, State Quartermaster 
Department of Minnesota, VFW 


